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• Kcl Cuni, an Albanian,. arrived in Trieste from Yugoslavia on 31 August
1 q54 ..!.n possession of a Yugcslav travel permit valiu. for travel to Trieste.
Ciani, the son of sokol and 4Alta Prenussi., was born in Shkoder; *Albania, on
15 December 191	 A clerk he is single anci a member of the Roman Catholic
Church.- lie remained in Trieste until. 9 September 1954 at which .time he was
taken across the FTT-Italian border by .Ja4;trcw to Cervignano, Italy, where
he was placed on a train bound for Hone.

Curd was debriefed by C. M during the period 31 August - 8 September 1954.
C	 did not take notes during the debriefing and, as is evident from

an eiami.nat.ion of the inform ration prov ided, Cuni seemed to avoid giving
anything but general information on his activities during the last five
years .. C	 states that Cuni at times actually attempted to avoid cer-
tain subjects of intelligence interest and always succeeded in keeping the

'discussion on general topics. C.__ 	 is a personal friend of Curd, and the
entire debriefing was conducted in an atmosphere of friendly discussion
rather than an actual-interrogation which was in linewith C
position and Cuni. t s ties with the Italian services..

uring the training period; however, on one occasion
Cunt and Alus	 eshanalca, another' trainee, were permitted one short trip
to Rome.	 peviod Cuni noticed a cert.ai,n amount of
political p4ilation on the p t. of the directors of -the Bloku Kombetar
I tgencira	 beaise Le	 the brother of Pro.fessor)Erneit-----

q1.141.., and Cal BegfVlorare in the training group---a1tIough-
it was known a pri ri1-1111-1, they would never actually take part in the mis-
sion to Albania. Both Koliqi and Vlore were paid even though they were
not active.

proximately 20 Alban ns took part. in the trjAing progr . Cuni could
nly recall the nam of Alush Lleshanaka, Zel>4.uka , Gjo 'Qjinaj, ()Jon

tielyshi, and Pasko etaj. Among the instruct6rs - Ct1ni re6a118 Italian -
. Hifjcii 	 Angelfil(.5-iu) who taught map-reading and was known as a veteran_

Mini was recruited. for :a mission into Albania by Italian Naval telligenCe
during tie early part of 1949. :He was one of a number Of Alb 	 a taken
from Italian refugee camps and sent to The Island Of MOntecristo for train-
ing in clandestine operations. -.None of the Albanians wererpernitted to
leave the Isla

"	 51-28 AWAR. 1949 C/3	 - v--- )3 2/ r/i



01 fA-537
1 October 1954
page 2

parachutiot. -both Cuni and Lleshanalca were given special training
radio transmission. During the training period men,bers . of the groan
received pay at, the rate of 30,000 lire per month trhich was later in-
creased to 60,000 lire per month. In addition, the grou p received food,
clo thing and board, The agreement with the Italians provided that

.members of the group would continue to recteive . .60,0)0 lire monthly .even-.
when they were on the mission in Albania and, in case of death, the =mi.(

, would be given to the family of the deceased..

ShortJ.Y before the group left for Albania an inc nt between'. du:1i and .
/	 t.

	

1/	the	 'members Of the By (in e person of pr.' Ismaj crlaCi, Professor Ernes
Koliqi and Ojo ._Markagioni). occurred when Cuni ifijii -Stiici on being told
whether at -net the Americans were involved in the mission. Citni had:repeatedly been talc that the Americans Were partici.pating but .since , he
had not seem any American representative during the training period he
doubted Whether the Americans haci knowledge of the mission. -Curti stated

' I that he would not go - throtiv,h vd th it unless he was assured that the American
- service 's were incltided. Matters took a turn for the worse when Verlaci .

	

,	 .
_reDiSed  to clarify the nature of American pat ticipation. Cuni goes so
. tar as to state that the BKI considered executing him for desertion but.
. Ctini was saved throug the intervention Of a high _official.O1 , Italian ..i
*Naval	 ll_Inteigerice, ,rego (fnU), Who intonedCurti that the American ser-

were well briefed 	 he mission and were also included in it:.

• Before leaving for Albania, the nine members of Cilia's group (names not,
given) attended church services conducted by a major in the Italian
Chaplain Corps. Al]. of the group were members of th'oman Catholic
Church. Pres_amt at. the 'church services were Count. robio (fnu) and
Comnandattejel.t.rame (.fnu) both officials of 	 Ban Nava]. Intelligence,
0iocommandód the Operation once it. entered Albania.

Each member of the group was 'issued cold weat.her clothing, a machine gun,
a Beretta pistol, hand grenades, cxmpa.saes, Zeiss binoculars, a Rolex
watch and a pup tent. The group was also given 300 gold napoleons. The
group convnanded by 014 left Rome aboard a tri-motor military airplane
at 1635 hours on 28 December 1949. Count Carobio was also aboard 'the
plane and he accompanied the men as far as the jumping-off point. The
group jumped at apProcimately 195 hours and landed in an area aPprcaimately
15 kilometers northwest of

'
Mikes slightly off thc. target area. Cuni him-

self landed on a tree and spent almost two hours freeing himself. In the
meanwhile the members of the group were scattered over the entire area
and did not manage to regroup until 	 hours of the same day after
having fired a number uf pistol shots to locate each other. The first
night was spent walking towards Dardhe. The first radio ccamunicat.ion

• with the Naval Ministry in Rome was made on 29 December 1949. Stbse-
- quently Cuni transmitted twice daily as ordered. The group was aupplied

by frequent parachute drops. Cuni recalls that on one occasion a pack-
age was lost containing a thousand gold rutpol.eons.
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: Approximately ontt month , after *arrival in-Albania one of Cuni l s men, ..
Nike/ (mu), who was approximately 23 years or aa:ar.14 a native, of .
Bregu , -;•;ateS, Albania, attempted to surrender to thes

'... Nikell left the main .7.ropop in an attempt to reaCh::m . ,4banian pc lice-
station:but:was discOiered by Cuni before he cpu.10, qp so Nikol was

:extremely . nervous and. otated .tnat .hecould not -continue. with the :mission '.
..-and that he Wanted to i turn himself in to 	 CUrIA - took no
action . agal not •	 because he :felt sorrY for ..:-	 OMO he forgave.	 .

9.4 •Contact was estatliShed with the -. Albanip n resistance ..i7oup in the .Puks.
and :.tindi.ta area approximately two months- 41 ter Cunt! . ArriVal in..Albania..
Among Cuni l s icontapts in t.ho resistan:e group was itH.

•: provided . !,41.14#ble P41.iti-i ifl9taationn to Coni o .S. grqzp, Which inforeation .
'. the :former received from gar	 laku (no:, related) . who it.:presentar resin-

ire, in snko4er. In earl) L91 i:1117-Shliaku crossed . th*iabanrian bo .raer into •
...Yugoslavia .: Two . isenth4 after 41- 4h11ak4 escaPed-. 1 to -Yugoslavia he: .re.
'entered Albania on At intelligence . mission , fOr 070:an.d . contacted

•.ShllaIcu had in his 'posseSsion varLus 1110514v prepaganda.naterial: for ..
.' ..distribution in Albania cuni. was ci,:sappointed•,.wl'h1.4h1lakit.!0:taission.;:
''..for the UDR And told him so. : 'Shllakti replied that he had been forced to
undertai-e the mission. 'According .t.o . Corti.,....1.laku is a very :Capable and
courageous • incilvi.clual whose only Weakness is his 1ov of money for which

. he •*onld risk everything, • -

The day before Ash Wednesday :of 1950, CUni received A radio . message troll
Rome .advising him th4t A.1.ush Lleshanaka and his grviip,vere to 1 be dropped
in the ' vicinity of COni t s area on the next ay.- Cutti:wai. instructed
*ark the landing spot by lighting four lar.7e :bon0..res.' On Ash Wednesday

.:C01..-1sSrped that Nikol had again left.' the ,:roup,. thin 4Sue with 1 15 gold
napoleons, With the intention of re&chingSigurimit since ikcill knew of •

...Lleshanakals ar. rival Curti feared that Niko' would infOrm . the SiO40,103,1
: therefore Cuni radioed Rome in an attempt to deIaythe drop. :Since this
was no t. .00e 1b1 e, cuni transferred the . drop zone	 an area near extend

:...Later Otani learned from hiS inforriants that Zilkol had paused through the
:villages of plika, yaudajea an4crosSin.E; the Orin -aver by raft •
with the help of a local villager to Lhoail he paid one gold napoleon.. This
person,: . .Who was act.t..all,y a Sigurimit agent and wa..s . sUspicioua of the Old .•
.napoleon,. report-ea ...the 'incident to : %, p.trimit, which 'started A *ea.-eh of the

. Area, :wrested Nikol and Leek h.1.* to Tirana. Citni is certain that Nikol
did nt inrerm . the •Siiittriosit. : about , the mission Since thetv- were nO: repe--,-;. •

:citspions • as * result of his arrest. According to information CUni received
in '1i4goslavia one year age, Nikol is still in a Tirana prison..

11. A.lush Ll .eshanaka t 3 team •arrived on Ash Wednesday with no trouble. "rae
teem was to operate in vie'Elbat.an area Cuni net 1.1eshanaka Apstromlnately

.• . seven days after the latter arrived and, atker . a :short stay with Cunt, .-
aesnanaka and his group left for Elbasan.. • The aircraft carrying the

sLo
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..I.Ieuhsr.41'a group A] so: brought a iu ity 01 food which war. drnpi:■,...d a short.:
distance away fiT•gn the area . sik;nalled by Cuni	 evera.1 OV- trr. group were

(114.pstche g to recover the packages.. In a tLvht Which ensued Let.ween the
group cnd,potic:e agents, two of Cuni.'s men ar(l seven police agents 7d4re
killed•

,	 •	 •	 ,,	 "	 _•	 •	 .
12.' ',1,1eshanaka operated in the ',F,Ibasari area and n4intAined radio cont4Cti.:'?.."1,th

--.'..'..ROme:almost on a daily basis:.' ., pproxi.7tAte1y three. moritr•S aft?..!.r . the: arriv4
of 1.1eshanaka t O ;Tool?, his $40 f4led cr.4 1,1e,Shanaka p!,...rsonady vent to
g',IbiSan - to Otain spare: parts. Cn the EVAasAn,Puka road he it	 who'
advised hLl av,ainst .7oing .to Eloasi andnade arta.rigernents, to proviue the
'radio rare parts. ApProxillately one : month /ater Lie.shanAka was i.l 	 n
a skirMish with Sigurimit :a4ent.s. One flayrairipg, a normal natrol by Cool
in his 4:-ea he ran acrot s. a :le rsor. • ItIo achittec ..b....eLp -; A	 informant
on . a., :r,isr,:ien to discover anti-Cort'lunist activities in tile .7.ountAin
The group 044 .34 to execute hip : on the çot, heue:ver, by soe strange
law at the mountains (Kanuai Lek Zuka;jinit). the erson . w. aS: parec., al ter

.	 he had sworn tha,t	 would :hover A.;ain erga.:c in apy	 :sctivit1.
is cOnvinced that the perc-,:n kel.1.. his wiird and never .r.t.s?-..;rt4...(4 tt.e

mission' .3 preSence. in the zone,
•.	 -	 •	 .	 •	 .

13.• In l-150 :"..1.14i . establishe4 cOptact with three school:eacher3 , 1n ti!,-; 714:Pity . . •'
:. • : ::' of 7oka. : .or.- the purpose . of to: tcitirg. infOrma tion o:: an 'scan:mid . r.stpye

.: . from them., Cunt :mentioned the name of . 3 :tay "opo of the teachers,
.	 . All three atTeeci to provicie in.Ccr.-...tion , Cil#14 reee::red valuable ihforma. tiar.• •

. .vhich he transmitted to R	 ana , 141).ch :he: later learned was printed in en
.. ...: .article - published by the'..ercury_ .iress_Ager.4 in Aprl . 1952 under . the ile44)..
. . • :ing ."*.n Inquiry. on Albanii.". The-ifeicury .,press Age	 . is located it 

245 Via di. Ripye, 'Rome. 'ItS ditIrcior is Xszp LAO . ffrepuzsi. and its
editor . 1 5 .Nino'. ed.t.:66--.7-- ,..; -:	 :	 .. • • '	 •	 - -	 :	 s ' .. .	 •	 -- . s :„, - :.	

,s.	 ....	 .

• -	 •.	 •
. 1 . . -ria_1959  c4ni nes pai3 . .SIzss, an anti-C.carmnisrt cperst.ing ip ,the-2..1.1r4ts.....

. -. Zone'. annA, a 790th of ?6 ears, t“.44 . been:. operating: in that area for :, , •

several years mud was ciinisidered ore of the most active in the resistance
. ..' .movement and one of the most feared by the comaunists.- : He. had.loinect the

fir;ht against the norcturtiSts: in order tn . 1.7incO.cate the *eth of his -,. ..
. father and. five brothers. fie was .said to have killed :mere than 20,6
-'.. ccomunists. AtMa was .later killed in 'a fi.....;ht with approximately .'3) • 	,.

, ' ... police agents.' , ;.1.wea!s pane i.s Ter, popelar i n the Mirdit4k ZOne , alci hes.:
:	 •	 : is ec.si.dered a . martyr for the anti .i.co...mtunis tic cause.

• •	 .	 .• .15. Italian radio stppc:rt for the team was excel:ent. . One ra.tio . message re-
, . ..: ..ceived frert ' Rome, which particularly impressed Cuni,: was a gessa.ge from	 ..
. .	 ''.the Naval ministry Whiai informed Cunt of an incident 'each ha4

ro
o Citrredyfux

.'	 ....at Pub'. only 24 'hou	 Illmessrs previous,: e	 age stated that Pal Si 	 akai
and seven Albanians had broken into and bted a State CogoOP-ert.- lie Store

. in Ftika and were now proceedin.: -to a mauntain . hide-out nOt far from C-4ni.:
•

•

•
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jtoine ..a6:;:ed , Cuni tO.Oontact them, , which.Culd k liAna r.:P a 	oo.	 oever, it
was • not until aliprOximately two montitS later, cue to the :wavy •)otice"
activity in the Ilirdita . zone: Outing the early hart pf 1951 r 'uni re-.	 .	 .

„delved radio . torratunicutions from :Rene asking whether or-nos. : re was aC-
' '...4u4iotect With -.a.; tertsdn- Albanian , from :4)1couer t!clo: : atterned the UniVetsity
• of Tries.te, :received a degree	 p'olitical solenep:in • 19ii.:, :..was married
.and had One chijd (Alcoka3, believes the :radio? message referred to
ROMe also : inquired on the identity . of an Albanian from	 reitoeo

• in -.Trieste, then . moved to Genoa and later to • aexze ' This person's. brother
was a shoemaker 	 Shkoder (AICQ:13 believes thel •messa.;e refer; to Vol 	 -
Nogoj who is presently residing in Neu. i33Ven,. COhnecticut.). , The •sa..e...rtets=• •
§26e 1.4s : repeated for four day; and although Curd knew the answer.
.reOrted . ne -a .tively .,:t.) • tOth :questions:. Cuni stil_l cannot gUess the *Lg-

.. nificande of the . to questions as' they were com p letely 04 of context and
-..apparently ,..ere asked for no reasdn.

Cusd,stated . that . today. the : Albanian ticotzhunis t .re 43 trallCe so veLLett Can
be Considered as a minor Soroe. . The 'con:Tanis ts have i .cep. 4 close watch on

z even the smallest nucleus Of potential anti,-ccramunists.and take irttedi*te
•steps te..neottali.te then whether they a re Of an :into rnal.- nature or
: trated into Albania- Iron another country. Drastic - steps.- Nvfe.:b011 . taken
agair0t anYorte:asSiSting the triiti-Coartunist resistance .p•onp*; the hert*r-

. ing of an anticordnuniat, is a • trine ptinishahle by :immediate .executiOn . of the
.entire :fasttly of the person involved:.

. The relp difficulty encountered by the anti-cos:strand-sr. resistance Tercet is
the leck of .toc4 an4 eme end also the lack of shippart, frcer the population •
who 'fear....the . reprisels of the -co:174411st anthorities. Curd esti*ated that,:

• epproptinate4 400 persons were arrested uktring . - the three years. he ..asia :in • .
Albania ' as a direct result of their haying haxl . 00nt4ct with • Cunt -en4 his

group. When Custi arrived in Albania the resiStante novenerst in the ?iirdita..
:Dukagjini area nuabered over 100 persons. Today Curti believe* that that
.intiher has been reduced to 1014 than 30: persons. .1 it 4 ,nOre cttifftet4: t to

•: conduct clandestine activities nor than it ISae..in ,1949.:.	 •

,•.• 13. The population is will.ing to support e.large-sOale Operation with the :his-
:eion of liberating Albania, but or the other ,hand the people are afraid

„- to aupPert small scale, harraradng.Ttypa,opera4rins for fear of reprisals.
. .:CUrd Stated that the people want a Western liberation than be

subject to a liberation by Tugoelavia, they prefer to recia4.4 _ under the
, present regime.	 "	 "	 .•

	

19. In 1O54, in . order to combat ' the infiltration Of Yugoslav :teens' into 	 .
:Albania, the Albanian aovernatent decided to issue :arias to selected persons .

Qhe mountainous areas 	 d1,. Dukagjini and Ptirdita.; . ilnis •
.moTe had * favorable psychological et fect on the people sine, :hey felt.
they were contributing towaris the defense of Albania a t;eirwst the
yugaslavs.

cRitTPIM
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20. Nni states that his mission was able to remain in Albania far Suet: a 1.One

	

•period due to the follouing*f aC tors:	 '•	 . • ,	 •	 .•	 .

. The support given to Cuni's 'group by Pal L'.it Xirakaj w.',:th his
numerous :faithful friends.

b The large amount cf noney spent by the group in Albania. As an .
exaMple, - ctini cited the case of one family , in the yiCinit.y:of
Iballe *ich received More . :than 500 sold napoleons for selling

	

food and clothing to the gronp.	 '	 ;•:

c. .11e-04d-blooded cot..ra5e of the :t.liebers of the grOuP. 	 •

• • el.....,Tbe •••group , •e.hbpe of 0 yeri 43011 ly . 1 Sc aping :.to Gre e ce or Italy rather. - . ...
•-- ;than by way of rugOsla.7iia..	 •• : ..•-• . ,- ...:.	 .-	 •••	 :.• - .	 : . •	 ••..	 :

• *
•• .. .....: .. The group operated onl.y..1.1.• the mest.. ••di.:±icult .•_tertain in the • Iballe, :*,. • • • •••

•..	 • •• :0arethe, , lionedhe". .and Puke . areas. r • 	.'•	 i .. •	 '..• -'	 • .*-..	 . ..	 ..-:•,.... •	 -....	 :
....	 ...	 .•	 -.••*.,••..	 ,•	 .	 -	 .....•....-..,•.... 	 -...-:.	 :.•.•	 ••	 .	 -	 -	 •	 ..	 ....•.,,.•	 -	 :..	 ::	 .	 •.:.	 .	 -	 ..	 -

.	 ..:-..	 :	 .,	 •	 ..	 .-....	 .
: 21.'.-.When' ,411ni.deciced to Cross the boroer into TUg‘Slavia, he sent:pal,Bib . - .- ..	 .

,	 ..• --.•Mirakaj. to 'contact -UO8 1.0"piocova, to .exp1.4p

th 	

Cu,. I S..position.and .L0 OeLer-
.. . ...,..•:-Ltoo that trera•trtent.- the, t!D$ woUld -give . t.o .- .curti . -1 . 0-.- his group . after „crossing.. .. .. -
... . • ..:. into .yugoelavia.., • i+.1rakaj --sop* • ttoa' .1438 *Major apllarl (inn) . *o assured •-•,••••• • ,

j

•. •• the former - - . at Cun.i.! a • group . would .be-grruite ". o.litical . 4e-ixo with all	 ..• '
•• rii;hts as political. r40z.i.ees... - Prior u:,7 - leaving Albania, Curti told Rome-
., of his . ciscisiOn and .received penoisSi.On to do so . from -itcce..with.instruc- •..

-....,:tions• to bury the group's .radio in the . .nonedbe sOne .•:et. the mouth of the .
•• . : Drin RiVer:•withOut telling tha,o,t2-er,Menbers .. : of the mis4on..---Cun.i.ctid.:as

. - instructed,' 'telling the other; that he had destroyed the -radio arwi'..thrown
it into the river. • 	 ....-	 .	 •	 .' :	 •••• -	 • :	 -,	 -	 ---..• . 1. -	 •	 - -•	 -.-	 .:.	 -	 • •

22.	 ni crossed the ltigoslav border near Gja'eava in Mal or June 1951. He
.ftas accompanied by 25 armed =eland four women, one of whom was Farije

Haveriqi. In Yugoslavia, Ctuil and the ,Toup were treated well but isolated
from other Albanians for the first several months. During his confinement
in Yugoslavia r?enbers of Cuni i s group were almost cortletely forgotten by
the Italians and they received only a few clothing pax4e1s from Ital./.

In 1952, Clini atteopted to send a report 	 .banian activities in Yugo-
auvia to the r. talians and selected (+ties  GL1101, a. declared anti-
CMist and intimate frieni of Korlidib 115011.13, who resided in
Rome to act as the courier. Cunt. trusted Golan", who was ostensibly
a businesmsan and vtho had lent Cunisew 1 others of his group store than

. 200,0)0 dinars. Curd. gave ojani a report whith the latter was to send
Kol Bib 131brdrakaj.,, •If ever,- Cunt learned that the report was given

by Gojani to . Colonel_Ce hliavic, thief _of_Lra,3_41hanian_sp_erattons.
Obviously; Gojani was a -11DB 1.n7tonsant. CUni was subsequently called by
Xijovic and severely reprivanded for itt<noting to sneak the report out
of Ttigoalatria.	 •
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24. L.	 _DComment: Duli did riot volunteer any information on his three-
year stay in Yugoslavia and he was not. pressed on this point.


